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CALLFORRESIGNATIONORDISMISSALOFHON.LINDAA.OCLOOOVER

DISPARAGINGCOMMENTSABOUTNORTHERNGHANA

ThepeoplesoftheNorthernRegionsofGhana—comprisingtheNorthern,NorthEast,

Savannah,UpperEast,andUpperWestRegions—havetakennote,withdeep

indignationandfirm resolve,ofrecentremarksbyHon.LindaA.Ocloo,GreaterAccra

RegionalMinisterandMemberofParliamentforShai-Osudoku.Inherstatement,she

suggestedthatpublicofficialswhoengageinmisconductwouldbetransferredto

NorthernGhanaasaform ofpunishment.

Weunequivocallycondemnthisstatementinthestrongestpossibleterms.

Thiscommentisnotmerelyinappropriate;itisarecklessaffronttothedignityofan

entirepeople.Itreducesthelives,livelihoods,andlegitimateaspirationsofmillionsof

Ghanaianstoacrudesymbolofpunishment.Suchacharacterizationisdeeply

offensive,morallyindefensible,andpoliticallyirresponsible.Itreflectsatroublinglevel

ofinsensitivitythatiswhollyunbecomingofapublicofficialentrustedwithnational

leadership.

NorthernGhanaisnot—andwillneverbe—apenaldestinationforadministrative

discipline.Itisavitalandindispensablepartofourrepublic,richinhistory,culture,

intellect,andcontribution.From agriculturetopublicservice,from academiato

nationalleadership,theNorthhasconsistentlydemonstrateditsvalueand

commitmenttoGhana’sprogress.Toportrayitotherwiseistobetrayanarrow,

uninformed,anddeeplyprejudicedperspective.

Evenmoreconcerningistheironyunderlyingthisstatement.TheMinister’sriseto

prominencehasbeeninfluenced,inpart,bytheleadershipandpoliticallegacyof

JohnDramaniMahama—adistinguishedsonofNorthernGhana.Forabeneficiaryof

suchleadershiptopubliclydemeantheregionisnotonlyironic,butalsoreflectspoor

judgment.

Westate,withoutambiguity,thatsuchconductcannotbenormalizedorexcused.

Leadershipdemandsawareness,sensitivity,andrespectforallsegmentsofthe

nation.Whenapublicofficialinsteadreinforcesharmfulstereotypes,theyundermine

theveryunitytheyaresworntoprotect.

OurDemands

1.PublicEngagementandAccountability

Beyondherinitialapology,Hon.LindaA.Ocloomustundertakeaformalvisittothe

chiefsandpeopleofNorthernGhanatoaddressthismatterdirectly.Thiswillallow



foraproperassessmentofhersincerityandacknowledgmentoftheharm caused.

2.ResignationorDismissal

Inrecognitionofthegravityofthisbreachofpublictrust,wecallforherimmediate

resignationor,failingthat,herpromptdismissalfrom office.Continuedoccupancyof

publicofficeunderthesecircumstancesisincompatiblewithnationalunityand

inclusivegovernance.

3.ReaffirmationofNationalUnity

Wecallonthehighestlevelsofgovernmenttoreaffirm—throughbothwordsand

concreteactions—theequalworthofallregionsofGhanaandthedignityofevery

citizen,regardlessofgeography.

Letitbeclearlyunderstood:thepeopleofNorthernGhanawillnotacceptany

attempt—subtleorovert—todiminishouridentity,contributions,orrightfulplace

withintheGhanaianstate.Werejectentirelyanynarrativethatportraysour

homelandasinferior,burdensome,orpunitive.

Thismomentdemandsaccountability.Itcallsforleadershipthatunitesratherthan

divides,respectsratherthandemeans,andrecognizesthatGhana’sstrengthliesin

theequaldignityofallitspeople.

Westandfirm,resolute,andunitedindefenseofourcollectivehonor.
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