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To All Media Stations.

Dear Sir/Madam,

PRESS RELEASE: COMMENDATION OF GOVERNMENT FOR RESTORING RESERVATION STATUS OF ACHIMOTA FOREST 

I write to share with you for immediate release a Press Statement by the Ghana Institute of Foresters (attached) commending the Government for revoking E.I. 144 which de-reserved a portion of the Achimota Forest Reserve.  

Yours sincerely,Media Contacts: 
Forester Dr. Abukari Nantogmah Attah Esq: 0246147154 / 0549650007
(President, Ghana Institute of Foresters)

Forester Dr. Paul Osei-Tutu: 0201422023
(Secretary, Ghana Institute of Foresters)

Forester Vincent Kusi-Kyei: 0262496988
(Financial Secretary, Ghana Institute of Foresters)







Signed 					 
Forester Dr. Abukari Nantogmah Attah Esq
President, Ghana Institute of Foresters

CC:
Multimedia Group Limited
Media General Ghana
Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Metro TV
Despite Media
Daily Graphic
Angel FM
City FM
Kessben FM
Assase FM
Sompa FM
Star FM
Ghana News Agency
Sika FM
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PRESS RELEASE: 
GIF APPLAUDS GOVERNMENT FOR RESTORING RESERVATION STATUS OF ACHIMOTA FOREST THROUGH REVOCATION OF E.I. 144 
1. The Ghana Institute of Foresters (GIF), the preeminent professional body representing forestry practitioners in Ghana, warmly commends the Government of the Republic of Ghana for restoring the full reservation status of the Achimota Forest by revoking Executive Instrument (E.I.) 144, which had de-reserved a portion of this nationally-significant Forest Reserve. This bold and timely decision is consistent with the longstanding position of the Ghana Institute of Foresters and numerous stakeholders who consistently called for the withdrawal of E.I. 144 in the interest of environmental sustainability, biodiversity conservation, climate resilience and the public good. 

2. The Institute expresses its profound appreciation to His Excellency President John Dramani Mahama for this visionary leadership. This demonstrates his unwavering commitment to safeguarding Ghana's natural heritage. We equally commend the Honourable Minister for Lands and Natural Resources, Hon. Emmanuel Armah-Kofi Buah, for providing exemplary leadership in the natural resources sector, and the Chief Executive Officer of the Forestry Commission, Dr. Hugh C. A. Brown, for his dedication to sustainable forest management and the protection of Ghana's forest estate. Their collective leadership demonstrates Government's willingness to listen to the voices of citizens, professionals and environmental stakeholders in advancing the national interest.

3. The restoration of the Achimota Forest Reserve comes at a particularly significant time when Ghana continues to experience increasingly frequent flooding and extreme weather events, especially within Accra and other rapidly urbanising communities. Scientific evidence overwhelmingly attributes these occurrences to climate change and climate variability resulting from global warming. Forests constitute one of nature's most effective defences against these impacts. Beyond storing carbon and moderating local temperatures, urban forests purify polluted air, reduce urban heat, regulate stormwater runoff, recharge groundwater, provide habitats for biodiversity and significantly reduce the severity of flooding by absorbing and retaining large volumes of rainwater.

4. It was therefore deeply concerning when a portion of the Achimota Forest was de-reserved. Such a decision had the potential to establish an unfortunate precedent that could encourage the loss of other urban forests and green spaces across Ghana. The Institute therefore welcomes the Government's corrective action and encourages similar protection for other ecologically-important urban forests and wetlands, including the Dede Forest Reserve in the Eastern Region, Kabakaba Forest Reserve in the Volta Region, Wa Town Plantation Forest, Tamale Waterworks Forest Reserve, Tamale Fuelwood Plantation Forest, Tamale GES Plantation Forest Reserve, Winneba Waterworks Forest Reserve, and Gua Koo Forest at Pokuase. The total disappearance of the once-prominent Kumasi Forest Reserve should remain a lasting reminder of the environmental cost of unplanned urban expansion.

5. The Ghana Institute of Foresters further believes that this development presents an opportunity for Ghana to strengthen its legal framework governing the reservation and de-reservation of forest reserves. The de-reservation of part of the Achimota Forest was undertaken pursuant to the Forest Ordinance (Cap. 157) of 1927, a legislation enacted during the colonial era when governance authority rested exclusively in the colonial Governor and no democratic Parliament existed. Today, Ghana operates under the 1992 Constitution, which is founded upon the principles of constitutional democracy, accountability, transparency, public participation and the separation of powers. It is therefore appropriate that legislation governing the de-reservation of gazetted forest reserves be reviewed to reflect these constitutional values.

6. The Ghana Institute of Foresters respectfully calls upon Government and Parliament to review the relevant legislation to ensure that any future reservation or de-reservation of a Forest Reserve is subject to:
· Parliamentary approval;
· Comprehensive Environmental and Social Impact Assessment;
· Broad stakeholder and public consultation;
· Scientific and technical evaluation; and
· Full compliance with the constitutional principles of sustainable development and intergenerational equity. 
7. The restoration of the Achimota Forest Reserve is a fulfilment of Ghana's constitutional commitment to environmental protection, sustainable development, responsible management of public lands and the welfare of present and future generations. As a gazetted Forest Reserve situated on public land, the Achimota Forest is held in trust by the President for the benefit of all Ghanaians. The restoration of its reservation status is therefore consistent with the constitutional obligation to manage public lands in the public interest rather than for private benefit.  

8. The GIF recommends that the Achimota Forest be transformed into an Ecotourism Park, that would deliver biodiversity conservation, environmental education, scientific research, recreation and sustainable tourism, thereby generating employment, attracting investment and enhancing Ghana's international environmental reputation.

9. Many of the world's leading cities have successfully protected and developed similar urban parks that now serve as globally recognised tourism and conservation landmarks, including:
· Central Park (New York City, United States);
· Hyde Park (London, United Kingdom);
· Stanley Park (Vancouver, Canada);
· Kings Park and Botanic Garden (Perth, Australia);
· Ueno Park (Tokyo, Japan);
· Lumphini Park (Bangkok, Thailand) and
· Singapore Botanic Gardens (Singapore (UNESCO World Heritage Site).
10. These examples demonstrate that protected urban forests are not obstacles to development but valuable national assets capable of generating sustainable economic returns while preserving biodiversity and improving the quality of urban life. 

11. The Achimota Forest possesses similar potential. With visionary planning and sustained investment, it can become one of Africa's premier urban ecological parks, providing environmental, educational, recreational and economic benefits for generations to come. As a nation, we must never allow narrow private interests to override the broader public interest in protecting our natural heritage. 

12. The Ghana Institute of Foresters once again congratulates His Excellency the President, the Honourable Minister for Lands and Natural Resources, the Chief Executive Officer of the Forestry Commission and the Government of Ghana for this historic and commendable decision.  The Institute pledges its continued support to Government in promoting sustainable management of our forests.  
Together, let us preserve the Achimota Forest as a living legacy of national pride, environmental responsibility and intergenerational justice.
END

Issued by:
GHANA INSTITUTE OF FORESTERS (GIF)
Signed
DR. ABUKARI NANTOGMAH ATTAH ESQ.
President
Ghana Institute of Foresters ("Promoting Professional Forestry for Sustainable National Development").
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